Name: _________________________


Date: ___________

“The Wife’s Lament” 
Translated by Ann Stanford

Please answer each question in complete sentences on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Why was the wife commanded to leave her home?

2. What do lines 25-26 suggest about her reaction to this event?

3. How do the setting and her daily life reinforce the idea expressed in the line “I am all longing”?

4. Anglo-Saxon literary devices:

a. Find one example of a kenning in the poem. What do you think the example means?

b. Find two examples each of alliteration and assonance. 

5. Is the wife justified in her anger and sorrow? Explain.

6. How is this poem an elegy?
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